Introducing the

Liberty Tree Pale Ale
Centennial Pale Ale

We can’t be Sons of Liberty without promot-ing liberty! We brew our Liberty Tree
Pale Ale with Liberty, Simco, and Centennial hops! This Pale ale is crisp, fruity, and
very enjoyable. A customer favorite you
are sure to not forget.
The Liberty Tree (1646–1775) was a famous elm tree that stood in Boston near
Boston Common, in the days before the
American Revolution. Ten years before the
American Revolution, colonists in Boston
staged the first act of defiance against the
British government at the tree. The tree became a rallying point for the growing resistance to the rule of Britain over the American colonies.
In 1765 the British government imposed
a Stamp Act on the American colonies. It
required all legal documents, permits, commercial contracts, newspapers, pamphlets,
and playing cards in the American colonies
to carry a tax stamp. Because the Act applied
to papers, newspapers, advertisements, and
other publications and legal documents, it
was viewed by the colonists as a means of
censorship, or a “knowledge tax,” on the
rights of the colonists to write and read freely.
On August 14, 1765, a crowd gathered in
Boston under a large elm tree at the corner
of Essex Street and Washington Street, orig-

inally called Orange Street, to protest the
hated Stamp Act. Patriots who later called
themselves the Sons of Liberty had hung in
effigy Andrew Oliver, the colonist chosen by
King George III to impose the Stamp Act, in
the branches of the tree. Up in the tree with
the effigy hung a British cavalry jackboot.
Grinning from inside the boot was a devil-like doll holding a scroll marked “Stamp
Act.” It was the first public show of defiance
against the Crown and spawned the resistance that led to the American Revolutionary War 10 years later. On Sept. 10, a sign
saying “Tree of Liberty” was nailed to the
trunk of the tree.
In the years leading up to the war, the British made the Liberty Tree an object of ridicule. British soldiers tarred and feathered
a man named Thomas Ditson, and forced
him to march in front of the tree. During
the siege of Boston, a party of Loyalists led
by Job Williams defiantly cut the tree down
in an act of spite , knowing what it represented to the colonists, and used the tree for
firewood. This act only further enraged the
colonists. As resistance to the British grew,
flags bearing a representation of the Liberty
Tree were flown to symbolize the unwavering spirit of liberty. These flags were later
a common sight during the battles of the
American Revolution.
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